
  
UNITED STATES

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION
Washington, D.C. 20549

 
 

FORM 8-K
 

 

CURRENT REPORT
PURSUANT TO SECTION 13 OR 15(d)

OF THE SECURITIES EXCHANGE ACT OF 1934

Date of Report (Date of Earliest Event Reported): August 17, 2015
 

 

CATALYST PHARMACEUTICALS, INC.
(Exact Name Of Registrant As Specified In Its Charter)

 
 

 
Delaware  001-33057  76-0837053

(State or other jurisdiction
of incorporation)  

(Commission
File Number)  

(I.R.S. Employer
Identification No.)

355 Alhambra Circle
Suite 1500

Coral Gables, Florida  33134
(Address of principal executive offices)  (Zip Code)

Registrant’s telephone number, including area code: (305) 529-2522

Not Applicable
Former Name or Former address, if changed since last report
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☐ Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under the Securities Act (17 CFR 230.425)
 

☐ Soliciting material pursuant to Rule 14a-12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14a-12)
 

☐ Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 14d-2(b) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR240.14d-2(b))
 

☐ Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 13e-4(c) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.13e-4(c))
   



Item 8.01 Other Events

On August 17, 2015, the Company issued a press release announcing that Paul J. Merrigan has been appointed to the position of Chief Commercial Officer. In
that position, Mr. Merrigan will be responsible for leading the Company’s marketing, sales and commercial operations. He replaces Richard Daly, who served
as interim Chief Commercial Officer during the search. Mr. Daly will continue in his role as a member of the board of directors.

A copy of the Company’s press release is attached as Exhibit 99.1 to this Form 8-K and is incorporated herein by reference.

 
Item 9.01 Financial Statements and Exhibits.
 

 (d) Exhibits
 

99.1  Press release issued by the Company on August 17, 2015.
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SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the Registrant has caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the undersigned,
thereunto duly authorized.
 

 Catalyst Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

 By: /s/ Alicia Grande
  Alicia Grande
  Vice President, Treasurer and CFO

Dated: August 17, 2015   
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Exhibit 99.1
 

Catalyst Pharmaceuticals Appoints Paul J. Merrigan as Chief Commercial Officer

CORAL GABLES, Fla., Aug 17, 2015 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) — Catalyst Pharmaceuticals, Inc. (Nasdaq:CPRX), a biopharmaceutical company focused on
developing and commercializing innovative therapies for people with rare debilitating diseases, today announced the appointment of Paul J. Merrigan as
Chief Commercial Officer. Mr. Merrigan will be responsible for leading Catalyst’s marketing, sales and commercial operations. He replaces Richard Daly,
who served as interim Chief Commercial Officer during the search. Mr. Daly will continue in his role as a member of the board of directors.

“Paul brings a wealth of commercial experience to Catalyst from a variety of senior roles at several leading rare disease biopharmaceutical companies,” said
Patrick J. McEnany, Chief Executive Officer. “In addition, Paul has extensive knowledge in the commercialization of novel therapeutics for orphan
indications and specific knowledge in commercialization of therapeutics for rare neuromuscular disorders. Paul is passionate about his desire to provide safe
and effective therapies to patients suffering from rare diseases. He is the perfect addition to Catalyst and our senior leadership team as we build our sales and
marketing capabilities in preparation for the commercialization of Firdapse®.”

“I’m excited to help prepare for a launch that will bring a product to the LEMS community that I believe serves a significant unmet medical need,” added
Mr. Merrigan. “With the rolling NDA submission underway, I look forward to working with the Catalyst team to make a meaningful difference for patients
and build upon the great work that has already been done to develop and ready the market in advance of a potential product launch.”

Prior to joining Catalyst, Mr. Merrigan served as Vice President, Global Marketing at Aegerion Pharmaceuticals. Following the successful launch of
Aegerion’s Juxtapid®/Lojuxta® for the rare disease homozygous familial hypercholesterolemia, he transitioned into the role of Vice President, Commercial
Strategy and Advocacy. In that role, he was responsible for strategic planning, portfolio management, global market access and pricing of commercial
products and patient advocacy, and recently, following Aegerion’s acquisition of this product, he led the commercial integration and re-launch of Myalept®
for the orphan disease generalized lipodystrophy in the US market.

Mr. Merrigan was previously Vice President and General Manager of Neuromuscular Diseases at Genzyme Corporation, where he was responsible for the US
and global launch and commercialization of Myozyme®/Lumizyme® for the orphan indication Pompe disease and also responsible for leading the strategic
commercial development of a product for Duchenne muscular dystrophy under a strategic alliance joint venture. Mr. Merrigan also held various positions
within Genzyme, including Vice President of Global Strategic Marketing for Hereditary Angioedema, Senior Director of Global Marketing for Gaucher
Disease, Director of Health Economics and Outcomes Assessment and Associate Director of Clinical Marketing Programs.

Prior to joining Genzyme, Mr. Merrigan held positions at Genentech, Marion Laboratories and Pfizer in the areas of sales, marketing and research.
Mr. Merrigan received his B.S in chemistry from Trinity College in Hartford, CT and his Executive M.B.A. from Boston University.



About Catalyst Pharmaceuticals

Catalyst Pharmaceuticals is a biopharmaceutical company focused on developing and commercializing innovative therapies for people with rare debilitating
diseases, including Lambert-Eaton myasthenic syndrome (LEMS), congenital myasthenic syndromes (CMS), infantile spasms, and Tourette’s Disorder.
Catalyst’s lead candidate, Firdapse® for the treatment of LEMS, recently completed testing in a global, multi-center, pivotal Phase 3 trial resulting in positive
top-line data. Firdapse® for the treatment of LEMS has received Breakthrough Therapy Designation from the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and
orphan drug designation for LEMS and CMS. Firdapse® is the first and only European approved drug for symptomatic treatment in adults with LEMS.

Catalyst is also developing CPP-115 to treat infantile spasms, epilepsy and other neurological conditions associated with reduced GABAergic signaling, like
post-traumatic stress disorder and Tourette’s Disorder. CPP-115 has been granted U.S. orphan drug designation for the treatment of infantile spasms by
the FDA and has been granted E.U. orphan medicinal product designation for the treatment of West Syndrome by the European Commission.

Forward-Looking Statements

This press release contains forward-looking statements. Forward-looking statements involve known and unknown risks and uncertainties, which may cause
Catalyst’s actual results in future periods to differ materially from forecasted results. A number of factors, including whether the receipt of
breakthrough therapy designation for Firdapse® will expedite the development and review of Firdapse® by the FDA or the likelihood that the product will be
found to be safe and effective, what clinical trials and studies will be required before Catalyst can submit an NDA for Firdapse® for the treatment of CMS and
whether any such required clinical trials and studies will be successful, whether an NDA for Firdapse® will ever be accepted for filing by the FDA, the timing
of any such NDA filing or acceptance, whether, if an NDA for Firdapse® is accepted for filing, such NDA will be given a priority review by the FDA ,whether
Catalyst will be the first company to receive approval for amifampridine (3,4-DAP), giving it 7-year marketing exclusivity for its product, whether CPP-115
will be determined to be safe for humans, whether CPP-115 will be determined to be effective for the treatment of infantile spasm, post-traumatic stress
disorder, Tourette’s Disorder or any other indications, whether any of Catalyst’s product candidates will ever be approved for commercialization or
successfully commercialized, and those other factors described in Catalyst’s Annual Report on Form 10-K for the fiscal year 2014 and its other filings with
the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC), could adversely affect Catalyst. Copies of Catalyst’s filings with the SEC are available from the SEC,
may be found on Catalyst’s website or may be obtained upon request from Catalyst. Catalyst does not undertake any obligation to update the information
contained herein, which speaks only as of this date.
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